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Ian Pearson, Futurologist for BT. He graduated in Applied Mathematics and 
Theoretical Physics from Queens University, Belfast.  After four years in 
missile design, he joined BT laboratories, analysing the computer networks 
and protocols. He has since worked in optical networks, broadband network 
evolution, cybernetics, mobile systems and emerging technologies, and has 
regularly advised on strategic implications of these technologies along the 
way.  

 
He now concentrates on mapping the progress of new developments throughout information technology, 
considering both technological and social implications. He currently works as BT's futurologist and as a 
consultant. His current research is on conscious computing, bionics, and ultra-simple IT systems.  
He has received nine awards for his published papers, and has made over 170 TV and radio 
appearances.  He has been BT's Futurologist for 13 years, keeping track of developments across the 
whole field of technology and informing BT on emerging opportunities and threats.  
 
Sought after internationally as a conference speaker, he delivers provocative views on the impact of 
future technology on business and society, and attracts much media attention. Most of his audiences 
comprise senior managers and his customers include many Blue Chip companies and central 
governments.  He is an excellent speaker, lively and witty with content to match any level of audience. 
 
 
Topics include: 
 

- A trip to the Future 
- What does the future hold – and what will theat mean for business and society? 

 

 
 
 


